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of "national Communists" from the Ukraine, White Russia,
the Caucasus, etc., stood by his side. These were men who,
in view of the centralization and chauvinism of St. Petersburg,
had all their lives made their social demands go hand in hand
with the nationalist aspirations of their peoples and races.
Thus Lenin's "old guard," while revolutionaries, were also
to a large extent supporters of the national aspirations of their
peoples. Only thus had they been able to gather a large number
of adherents, despite the fact that Communism on principle
rejects nationalism. Of these old comrades drawn from the
"alien" peoples in Russia, the chief was Lenin's old friend,
the Ukrainian Skrypnik. He shared in the foundation of the
Soviet Union and, until his death, remained Deputy-President
of the Council of People's Commissaries. He shares with
Lenin the merit of having, in the establishment and construc-
tion of the Soviet State, given full weight to the ethnographical
element.
The peoples and races of the old Empire which thus obtained
a nationhood of their own undoubtedly felt that the structure
of the new Soviet State meant a victory over St. Petersburg's
centralism. There had always been a contradiction between the
realization of pure Communism as envisaged by Lenin, and the
fulfilment of those wide national aspirations which St. Peters-
burg had denied all right to national distinction. It is significant
that the representatives of these various nationalities in the
first Duma immediately formed a "union of supporters of
autonomy/' To Lenin, who steadily aimed at the realization
of a non-national world communism, this recognition of local
nationality—as his successors in Moscow continually insist
to-day—was merely a period of transition in order, as Postyschev
recently put it, to bring about "socialism of Lenin's stamp" (in
other words, Communism) under a national disguise. Two
tendencies thus met: that of pure Communism and its expo- -
nents, who watched nationalist tendencies in various parts
of the Union with the greatest suspicion, and the efforts of

